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fomemiasrary) 1 A V E endeavour’d to fhew, in a 
all) former Paper, that Parents, how 
k ™ Hi good foever they may be in other 
Points, are highly to blame, 
when they force their Children 
: A%Mx| |G) .to marry, indireét Oppofition to 
Pevawermem=ss| their own Inclinations, for the 
Sake of a Fortune, which can ne- 
repair the leaft ot thofe innumerable Mifchiefs, 
hat are worfe than al} other Incumbrances, and are 
feparably annexed to it. A Woman, with twice 
Weighr in Gold, prefented as a Wife to a Son, to 
hom fhe is difagreeable, is a cruel Gift, that makes 
the well-meaning Beftower, an injurious Benefa@tor. 
Bot ufing the Authority of a Command, in fuch a 
tae, to inforce Acceptance, does turn» one, who 
ay think himfelt the moft Indulgent of Fathers, in 
that very Aét, which makes him miftake himfelf as 
fich. into an infupportable Tyrant, who by one in- 
onfiderate Decree, that is irreverfible, dooms his own 
ue, to the moft doleful and dreadful of afl Impri- 
pnments for Life. The tollowing Epiftle, gives us 
fad and ferious, but fo ftrong and lively a Repre- 
fntation of this melancholy Truth, that I fhould 
ot think myfelt fo ufeful a Writer, as I aim to be, 
tk did not inferc. it tor the Sake of thofe, who are not 
ethappily convinced, and might, poffibly, be betrayed, 
in ther Conduct, to give the fame fatal Proofs of 
| Btiir Aff ction and good Wifhes to their OfF{pring, 
| Bithet fkem, as I may fay, to Edge all the Sufferings of 

ut prefent Complainant. 













































































“STR, 

AM a Young Man, about Three and twenty, that, 
* much againft my Will, have complied with the 
jnceflane Imporrunities of my. Friends; or, rather, 
eyed the abfolute Commands of an indulgent Fa- 
ker, anda fond Mother, in marrying a very Rich Maid 
ofabout Thirty fix, who, it feems, is only mine, be- 
taufe feveral Suiters of equal Pretenfions in Wealth 
with herfelf, that liked her Perfon, left her, as: foon 
isthey had converfed with her fufficiently ‘to found 
her Temper. : 

Before I married her, I enjoyed the Heighth of good 
Health, and good Humour, and thought my Fortune 
g00d enough as it was, and abundantly. fufficient, 
wm vith a Fermale Companion that broughe the like In- 

gredients awards it, to make Lite tolerably happy. 
She has not been my Wife quite a Year; and yet 
the has managed her Time fo well, that fhe has in- 
itirely robb’d me of all my Quiet. The natural Gayety 
o& my Difpofition is fowr'd, almoft enough to make 
B® Me think of growing her Torturer, as fhe is mine: The 
idnefs of Health has left me ; and I am overcome 
an inward Pining, that waftes me outwardly: In 
fhe, the has convinced me, that 2.Man may be em- 
Phatically Poor in the Affuence of Wealth, and be 
@ ‘tuly and properly faid to Want, amidft the Plenty 
tad Abundance of-all Things. , 


[ Price Two-Pence.] 

















I have induftrioufly ftudied to fhew her the plaineft 
Marks of refpe&tful Gratitude and true Friendfhip. 
For I really had an unfeigned Intention to render my- 
felf as agreeable a Gompanion as poflible ; and the 
more, becaufe,. during the Time of our modifh 
Gourtfhip, fhe had told thofe, from whom I fhould 
hear it again, that fhe really lik’d me: By this 
habitual Art of Tendernefs, 1 had almoft broughe it to 
be attually Natural, and began to deceive myielf into 
an Opinion, that I fhould not be incapable of even 
loving her at laft. She, in Return for this, beg’n, aftera 
manner then. perfeétly unaccountable, to do every 
thing, not only that fhe thought would difoblige me, 
but that fhe knew would be a fincere Affiiétion to 
me. I find face, Lam taken as a Husband, by way 
of fhewing that fhe could have ber AZan; and I am 
to be the Subjeét of her Revenge, becaufe fhe loft, by 
her own Temper, the’Perfon, that fhe herfelf had a 
real Liking to. | 

Ic is a Pigture of the moft eafie and tolerable Part 
of our Lives, when I tell you, that fhe appears to 
the World to be che beft of Wives, and yet that the 
Laws of her Oeconomy, inthe Abfence of Vifiters; 
are thefe: Our Apartments are lonefome and {foli- 
tary moft part of the Day; we fit like Mutes at our 
Meals; Igok, meet and part, like fhy Strangers; and 
have our feparate Beds at Night. 

She'is a Woman of a ftrong and petietrating, but 2 
malignant and mifchievous Underftanding ; and let- 
ting that be guided, by what that fhould correé?, het 
Will and. Humour, which are my inveterate Enemies; 
fhe can be as poignantly cruel’ to meas fhe pleafes. She 
lets me know, by broad Hints, that fhe /eés into every 
Step of Conduét that would delight me, and yer can 
be blind, like a Few, out of mere Perverfenefs and Hard- 
nefs of Heart. If talk with her to pleafe her, ask 
her the moft endearing Queftions, how F may oblige 
her; fhe is all Dumb; but if 1 drop, unmeaningly, an 
ambiguous Word, that may be tortured intoa mif- 
chievous Conftruétion, then fhe can Talk, and ufe 
her Tongue like any ‘Larum; which is as quick to 
find Fault, as her Ear to hear it.—— ff l explain, at- 
teft my Innocence and Simplicity of my Meaning, 
and beg Pardon for want of Caution in exprefling 
myfelf; her Ears are then /bat, and fhe is like the 
Deaf Adder, The Comparifon is true beyond the 
Deafnefs ; fhe-is like it in my Bofom ; fhe {tings like 
it, fhe poifons like ir, and as mortally, with this Dif- 
ference, That the Poifon fhe fheds,.is of. an Italian 
Kind’ it lengthens out Torment by its artful Compo 

ition ; it makes Sorrow of very long Life;and_-kills;at 
a Diftance of Years, after a paintul Confinement, and 
a lingring Iloefs, | 

In my Father's Prefence (he, now, poor Man! be- 
gins to doat) this fair Ekypocrite, with whom & 
joined at firft to win her his Efteem, beyond whathe 
had for me, is never dumb, but ever. eloquent in my 
Praife, and, confequently, ber own. —-—— Such a 
Husband! and fuch a Wife ! We are the happielt 
Couple ! ————-. Then fhe calls often upon me, with 
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an Air of ye to be merry, when fhe per- 
ceives the Effeéts of the Melancholy, fhe daily cau(cs, 
hang beavily upon me: And thus fhe treats me like a 
Child, becaufe fhe knows my poor old Father is grow- 
ing one, and that, out of Compaffion to him, I pal- 
liate my own Diflike, rather than, by Complainr, 
fhew an offenfive Sincerity. Her Eyes, her Ears, 
her Tongue, her Hands, teem all too little to oblige 
me.——— The Old Gentleman doats on her. 

E help to carry on the Farce; it would be Tragedy, 
and kill him, if he knew otherwife. ~He biefics 
his Stars, and very comfortably puts me in Mind, 
how much I poffefs all the Joy, he wifhed me, at 
the Beginning of this hopeful Match. 

What is there to be done with this Riddle of a Wo- 
m4, that is fo much # her Senfes, and fo much owt 
of them, juft as fhe pleafes to give me Anguifh? 
What Profpeét can I have of Happine(s, but trom her 
Death; whom, by my Publick Vow, and by my own 
Private bard.tugg d Virtue, 1 am obliged to fupport, 
in Sickne{s and in Health ? 

I would never have complain’d,.even in this Man- 
ner, but that I hope it may be a proper Caution, 
and ferve for the Prefervation of others: I am pleas d, 
when I think on’t, that I never difcover’d chefe Grie- 
vances any otherwile, becaufe, had I complained eve- 
ry Time, fince I firft had Occafion, I fhould have 
been afham’d to complain any longer, and could nor 
have made it out at al for the would have appeared 
as irreprehenfible in her publick Conduét, as an An- 
gel: Thu I havea Fortune, truly, which has been 
the dear Purchafe of Mifery. To make me rich in 
their Imaginations, my Relations have made me 
poor, indeed; and, for my part, I have nothing to 
hope, but that long Patience, and repeated Sufferings, 
may make me infenfible. 


lam, S 1R, 
Your moft humble Servant, 
A. Z. 


To what a Multitude of Sorrows is this genteel 
Complainer betray’d, by being forced to a Match, 
againft his Inclination, and obliged to become rich, 
at the irreparable Expence of being ever miferabie ! 
The firft chief Confiderations, that ought to precede 
a Matrimonial Choice, are the Virtue, the Piety, the 
Education, Perfon, Family, and the Liking ot both 
Parties; and then, indeed, a competent Fortune, 
that they may live comfortably in the World, isa Se- 
cond. material Confideration to be weighed together 
with the others; but never feparately from them. 
Of this Pliny, the pence Gentleman, as well as the 
fineft Writer, of his Age, has given us a very fatis- 
faétory Account in Two of his Epiftles, which I am 
glad, tor the Benefit of the Ladies, to find publifhed 
in Two Volumes in Englif>. In one, he fhews us 
his Judgment in chufing a Husband, for a Friend’s 
Relation ; in the other, the happy Effeéts of a judi- 
cious Ghoice, in the Perfon of his own Wife. 


Zo JUNIUS MAURITIUS; on chufing a Husband 


for brs Relation. 


‘THE particular Opinion you have of my Choice of 

a Husband for your Brother's Daughter, is very 
obliging; you well know, how much I loved and 
efteemed that great Man; with what Advice he che- 
rifhed my Youth, and, by his own Commendation, 
gave me the Credit of being thought Praife-worthy: 
You could have injoined me nothing of greater Confe- 
quence, or more agreeable, nor any thing I would 
undertake with more Honour, than to chufe a Man 
fit to continue the Family of Aruleius Rufticus, which, 


indeed, might prove a Work of Time, did not AG- 


nucius Acilianus luckily prefent, who, as young Men 
do each other (for he is fome Years younger) loves 


me intimately, yet treatsme with a Refpcd& dues 
Age. He is pleafed tobe tormd and initrugedy 

me, as | usd tobe by you. His Couniry is Brefie, 

of that Part of our /ta/y, that does yet retain, 3.4 
keeps up much of the Antient Modeity, Frugality 
and even Rufticity. His Father Adinucinus A407 ings 
eminent in the £queffrian Order, tor he aimed j, 
higher, being chofe by Ve/pafian into the Prete,;, 

with great Conftancy preterrd an honett Eate to yp 
our Ambition (fhall I call it?) or Honour, py: 
Grandmother, of the Mother's Side, is Serana Proc, 

of Padua; you are acquainted with the Manneis gg 
the Place, yet Serana ts to the Patavins an Example 
of ftriét Virtue. His Uncle P. Actitus is a Man 

fingular Difcretion, Prudence, and Honefty; j, 
Truth; you will meet with nothing in the whol 
Family lefs agreeable than im your own. Aciiianys 
himielf, has a great deal of Vigour and Induttry, a 
companied with the utmoft Modefty. And having 
already difcharged the Offices of Quaftor, Tribure, 
and Preftor, with abundance of Credit, yet he 4; 

reterr'd it to you to make his Court for him. 4, 
has a comely, Kace, .a fanguine Complection, }j 
whole Perfon Gentleman-like, with a becomip 

Gravity in his Mien, Things, I think, not to be di. 
regarded, but due to the Merit of a virtuous Woman, 
Iam ina Doubt, whether I need take Notice ot th 

large Eftate of his Father; for when I confider You, 
for whom we propofe a Son-in-Law, I think I neg 
not: When I refle€t.on the common Cufiom, and ever 
the Laws of the City, which principally have regard 
to the Fortunes of Men, ¢hat feems, by no Means, to 
be omitted, and to one that thinks of Polterity; 
this, in the making of a Match, is not the leaft ma- 
terial Confideration. Perhaps:you will think I have 
indulged too much the Love of my Friend in this 
Account; but I will {take my Credit, you flall find 
every thing exceed my Defcription «I love the young 
Man, indeed, moft ardently, as he deterves; but it 
is the Duty. of Friendfhip, to be moderate in the 
Commendation of a Friend. | 


Jo Hisvurra, His Wife's Aunt. 


S$ I remember that great. Affection, which was be 
A tween you and your excellent Brother, ‘and know you 
love his Daughter as your own, fo as not only to exprels 
the Tendernefs of the beft of Aunts; bat even fupply chat 
of the beft of Fathers; Iam fure it will be a Pleafu:e to 


you to hear, that fhe proves worthy of her Father, worthy 8 


of you, and of your and her Anceftors. Her Ingenuity is 
admirable, her Frugality extraordinary : She loves me, the 
fureft Pledge of her Virtue, and adds to this, a wonderful 
Difpofition to Learning, which fhe has acquired from he 

Affection to me: She reads my Writings, ftudies thenff 
and even gets them by Heart : You would {mile to fee 
the Concern fhe is in, when I have a Caule to’ plead, and 
the Joy fhe fhews, when it is over : She finds Means to 
have the Firft News broyght’ her, of the Succefs I meet 
with in Court ; how I am heard, and what Decree i 
made, If J recite any Thing in Publick, fhe cannot re- 
frain from, placing herielf privately in fome Corner to hear, 
where, withthe utmcft Delight, fhe feafts on my Applqules. 
Sometimes fhe fings my Verfes, and accompanies them with 
the Luge, without any Mafter, except Love, the beft of In- 
firuétors. .From thefe Inftances I take the moft certait 
Omens of our perpetual and increafing Happin« G, fince her 
Affeftion is not founded on my Youth and Perfon, which 
muft gradually decay; but fhe is in Love with the immu- 
table Part of me, my Glory and Reputation. Nor, im 
deed, could lefs be exp: ded from One, who had the Hap- 
pinefs to receive her Education from you; who, 10 your 
Houle, was ‘accutlomed to every Thing that was virtuous 
and decent, and even began to Jove me by your Recom- 
mendatjon:_ For, as you had always the greateft Refpet 
for my Mother, you were pleafed from my infancy to fo'm 
me, to commend me, ‘and kindly to prefage, 1 fhould be, 
One Day, what my Wife fancies Tam. Accept therefore our 
united Thanks ; mine, that jou have beftowed her on me, 
and hers, that you have given me to her, as 2 mutual 
Grant of Joy and Felicity. 


——) 
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